HA-1480 Between 1886 & 1890

HWright-Dean House
604 Rock Spring
Bel Air

private

This is another idiosyncratic Victorian house. For one thing
it has no front porch. It is possible that one was removed. With
the aluminum siding one can not tell. Perhaps the most individual
thing about the house is the gable treatment. The pent roof along
the gable bottom makes them look 1like pediments.

The house was built by Col. Edwin Webster. William Hines, the
cashier of the Harford National Bank, first rented it and then, in
1890, bought it. It is now divided into three apartments.



ADDENDA (May 1990)

Wright-Dean House
604 Rock Spring Avenue
HA-1480

Paragraph 1
1) Add sentence to read, "The house is clad in wide, vinyl clapboards.”

2) Delete first sentence, Line 9: "All major windows are flanked by shutters.”

3) Insert the following changes into the description of the door on Line
12: " ... surrounding a new, metal door."

4) Second-to-last sentence should be refined to read: "A single story shed addition, with
multi-pane casement windows, on the north two bays of the rear (west) elevation completes
the house.

Add a final paragraph to contain the following sentence: "There is a detached, one-story,
tongue-and-groove storage shed to the rear of the house.”
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DESCRIPTION HA 1480
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two and a half story, L-shaped house is at 604 Rockspring
Avenue in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. It has a
steeply sloped slate roof. The front (east) and south gables form
pediments with a narrow band of slates at the bottom. The front and
rear (east and west) gables have a pair of 1/1 double hung sash
windows. The south gable has the ubiguitous round headed 2/2 window.
The other windows are 2/2 except for those in the first story front
and the one in the east bay of the south elevation which are 2/4.

All major windows are flanked by shutters. The main entrance is in
the north bay of the east elevation. It is composed of four pane
transom with two pane over panel side lights (the top pane of the

side lights being frosted) surrounding the original four panel door.
The south two story ell has a pair of 2/2 windows in each story topped
by its own gable. A single story shed addition on the north two bays
of the rear (west) elevation completes the house. Kitchen and bath
are in the shed.

The interior is divided into three apartments, one to each floor.
The entrance hall is on the north with the open string, single run
staircase along the north wall. It has turned balusters and a slender
turned newel. The living room of the first floor is to the south of
the hall. It has a fireplace in the west wall between the door to the
bedroom (s) and the arched opening to the dining room (n). The mantel
has a large square opening and gouge work on the engaged colonettes,
the frieze, and the brackets supporting the molded shelf.

West of the hall and living room are (s) the bedroom and (n) the
dining room with a built in corner cupboard in the northwest corner.
West again, in the shed addition are a small bath (s) and the kitchen (n).

The living room of the second floor apartment also has a fireplace.
The wooden mantel is composed of panelled colonettes on blocks
supporting a plain shelf. The frieze is also panelled. This apartment
has living room, bedroom, small front (e) chamber used currently as
a dinette, bath, and kitchen.

The attic level has one large room with a small kitchen and bath.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This elegantly spare late Victorian house was built by Col. Edwin
H. Webster on land he leased from Mary Dallam in 1886 (56/352). William
N. Hines, cashier of the Harford National Bank, rented the house and
then bought it in 1890 (67/49). Hines died in 1895 and his widow moved
to Baltimore City. In 1898 she sold the house to J. Edgar Déan for
$2,100 (95/73). Dean died in 1922 and left a life estate in the
property to Agnes J. Carter with the remainder to his daughter Hazel
Dean Wright (will 17/6). Agnes Carter died in 1950. 1In 1955 the
Wrights sold the house to W. Wylie Hopkins, Jr. (437/341). The building
is now divided into three apartments, one to each floor. It is up for

le.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property occupies parcel #115 in the Town of Bel Air.
100' x 200°
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



Webster-Hines-Dean House: Barn/Carriage House Foundation
604 Rock Spring Avenue
#HA-1480

Item 7, Description (Continuation Sheet)

The remains of a barn/carriage house are located at the rear of the property near the
intersection of Howard Street with the alley between Rock Spring and Roland Avenues.

The foundation remains consist of a grouping of small to medium sized rocks and stones. The
floor plan of the barn/carriage house is no longer discernible from these remains.



437/341

344/437

344/434

95/173

67/49

HA-148)

TITLE: 604 ROCKSPRING

11 June 1955

Hazel Dean Wright & Robert
to

W. Wylie Hopkins, Jr.

8 July 1950

Janet E. Pyle, unmarried
to

Hazel Dean Wright & Robert

8 July 1950
Hazel Dean Wright (L. Hazel Wright)
and Robert

to
Janet Pyle
J. Edgar Dean died September 2, 1922 and
left a life estate in the property to
Agnes J. Carter with the remainder to
his daughter Hazel Dean Wright (will 17/6).
Carter died March 20, 1950.

22 December 1898

Anna W. Hines, widow, of Baltimore City
to

J. Edgar Dean

$2,100

Property left to Anna Hines by her

husband William M. Hines (will 11/446)

24 January 1890
Mary Dallam & Edwin H. Webster
to
William M. Hines
"Where he now resides"
the land was leased by Mary Dallam to
Edwin H. Webster in 1886 (56/352)
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